
I The Lady of the Woods J
The birch tree, with Ita silvery white

..fcarlc and Its delicate green leaves,
la specially and very closely asso¬
ciated with much that Is romantic and
traditional In tho forest life ol
[America.

The North American Indian has
tnado the birch tree as famous in this

j country as the palm Is In Arabia. The
moral laws given in code by the Great
6pirlt after the Hood, and committed
to the keeping of wise men among,
the InUlan nation, ware believed to
Jiave been written upon sheets of birch
bark. Not only are many useful do¬
mestic, vessels and utensils still faph-
loned out of the bark, but the light
end graceful Indian canoe is made
from it.
The Blackfoot Indians account by a

legend for the bluck seams and ridges
on tho white of tho birch tree by
Saying that one day, when the wise
Elder Brother of the tribe was going
from camp to village, looking after
tho welfare of his little brothers, a

great wind suddenly came up and blew
So hard that the Elder Brother could
not stand before It. lie caught at the
weeds and bushes as he flew along,
but they ail give way before the
Strength of the wind. At last he
grasped a young birch tree, and
although It bent to tho wind, It held
last. Elder Brother was blown this
way and tha.t, and rolled over and
tumbled down, but the tree held firm.
At length the wind subsided, and
Elder Brother was able to proceed on
his way; but before he left he said:
"This is a beautiful tree; It has saved
me from being blown to pieces. 1 will
put my mark upon It." So he cut char¬
acters In'the smooth light bark with
his stone knife, lulling the story of
how the birch treo saved tho life of
Elder Brother.
Kathcrlne M Beals, writing this

end other facts In an exchange, has
remembered a Merman folk-lore tale
about tho birch, a romance with a
bea Itlful young girl art a heroine. The
fills cruel mistress gave her a quan¬
tity of wool to he eptin into thread
at the end of three days.
The poor girl, who had never learned

to spin, despaired of accomplishing
h'-r task, and. straying Into a wood,
tat down under a birch bark treo to
W' ep.

Suddenly a woman clothed In pale
green appeared, and Inquired why the
rnaiden wept. The woman proclaimed
.Jierself the spirit of the birch tree, and
icatd that ehe would help the maiden.
Hie then took her hand and they be¬
gan to dance. For three days tho two
danced from sunrise to sunset with-

.out any fatigue, stepping so lightly'that not even a blade of grass was
bent. At the end of the third day
.they stopped, and th« woman, filling
the girl's pockets with birch leaves,

¦'vanished. When tv.e girl reached1 home
I she found the wool nil spun and. In-
i stead of birch leaves, her pockets were
full of gold pieces, which enabled her
to escape from her wicked mistress.
Among American poets, Longfellow,

Wn his "Hiawatha." bus sung the fn~c
of the birch tree, >r.d Lowell has
Written an ode to It. It has been
transferred to canvas bv manv great
ertl-tg. end Dryden. Tennyson and
Burns have lmrr.ortallzeo; It In their
verse. It was the special tree of St.
John the Baptist, and on tho eve of
fit. John In Russia all the doors are
decorated with birch boughs.

At the Cross Itonds.
At tho cross roads three travelers

stood disputing. Said the first: "Wo
must follow the road to the left." But
th» second cried, "No. let us turn to
the right That Is undoubtedly the
only way." And the third laughed at
them and exclaimed. "Mow foolish'
Ton ore both quite wrong' The road
Uralght ahead of us Is the proper
e,n* to take." They continued to dis-
oer*e and at last they parted, each a

different way.
But when evening came, to their sur¬

prise, thev found each other at the
selfsame inn..The Craftsman.

What Vncnllcn School* trr llnlrT.

Our present system of pubp- t 'u-
ration. thinks a clever writer of ^n
article in th« September Craftsm.'n
on vacation srhools. is wreck'i In i
forgy sea We do not know what \«

went the children taucht: we are a'
a lo." what to it-mind In the way rf
teaching and of knowledge. We .ire
edrlft rtnd uncertain of our bearings.

This much, however, we are coming
to believe: that any system of edn-
cailonal training which do*., not fit
the child to face the wo-ld. and be¬
cause of its influence create greater
nbllltv to earn daily bread, must go!
Gradually, from all systems "f edu¬
cation, the useless will bp eliminated,
the useful kept or duly lncorpor.v--1.
Too long have children grown Into
manhood and wommhood Incapable,
and in n passion of resentment real¬
ized that while they were expected to
earn .a livelihood, their education had
not prepared them to do so.

Surely the ideal school will be Hllod
with pupils seeking knowledge Wh »n
the growing children pass from sub¬
ject to subject because each sucoe-d-
lng topic of stttdv Interests them. ! e-
eaure they feel the need of that spe¬
cial knowledge, when they study be¬
cause they long to know, then we shall
have a school that Is a power In 'he
community. Olvr, the children what
they need Shaw them why thev ,l«Od
It, and how they may use their kn i'.v-
ledge.
we have been teaching children

things they did not neer! :o know
That is why they did not want to
learn Offer them what they need, and
»o'.iool houses will overflow with eager
thousand.-, working because they love
their work. This If what vacation
fehools are Striving to accomplish.
Put Benuty In Thy Mind.
The advice. "Put money In thy

purse." Is not to be disregarded by
adults, but of fjr more Importance Is
the counsel that should be given t"
children: "Put bea-.iiy in lay mind."
Buch coin In the purse of their minds
will neve:- be exhausted, lavish spend¬
ing of It will not Impoverish them.
Fortified T/lth Mich genuine treasure,
they ran roam the whole world over,
adding to their store with practiced,
well-trained eye, beauty of flower and
animal, mountain and ocean, of lltera-
fture, of art and mankind; nothing that
ta beautiful will escape.

Tun EE fHARMI.Vfi AFTERXOOX CO STfMES FOR FIGURED AM) PLAIN MATERIALS OP SILK on WOOL. I/Art de la Mode.

Waat Parisian Artistes Say
t onccrnlrg Skirt*.

The .onstantly recurring rumor that
l^tig skirts are to take the place of the
more comfortable short ones for the,
street Is soon silenced by the app'tr¬
ance of many new models fc-- street
gowns, all with skirts to clear the
ground. Vor the house the long sk'rt
Is always the smartest, and. although
last winter there were many short
house gowns even of the most elabo¬
rate cider, the fashion never m»t with
genera] approval and is now passing.
Hemming Train*.

I.ong trains for the evtnlng are far
more becoming and more appropriatefor gowns of expensive material. A
low-neck dress requires a long skirt'
if it Is to ba b»oomlng. A short skirt
for the stl'aAt nnd a long skirt for the
house is j gonl rule to follow. Two
inches from the floor is the correct
short skin length
Prurtlcnl Tengnvrns.
The teagown Is practical to wear at

bom" In the afternoon or evening, and
will feve tiie street gown and the more
elaborate evening gov.;:. The lines ot
the beul teagowns arc !ong and loose,
but at the same time a teagown thouldi
not. be shapeless. A long coal effect ts:good, provided that the gown itself
over which the coat Is worn has a belt
or girdle. This should be placed high
up under the arms to give the e'mp're
effect
Weil Worth Their Coat.
Gowns Intended entirely for the

house, while they are often expensive,
will save go much wearing of the!
street gown or ihe more expensive at-]ternoon and evening gown that thev;
are well worth the money spem upon
them. There H nothing more destruc¬
tive to the smart tailored suit than]wearing It constantly in the house. and|Ihe walking dress of to-day is emphat¬
ically n walking dress. The tight
Skirts, when they become mussed .mu']Shabby, lose Irrevocably the trim ap¬
pearance which Is essential to "mari¬
nes'.
Ounllt.v. Not ttiinntlty.
One woman* who has made a study ot

dress and who Is given the credit 01
being extremely well dressed at alt
times Insists that quality rather than
quantity Is lei be considered 'n select¬
ing ihe wardrobe. With two tailored
gowns, one recepllon find one evening
gown, one teagown. one evening wrap
and one raincoat, she maintains that a
woman can look smartly gowned fot
eight months of the y*>.i\ and also that

!.. it nit necessary to have both of the
street gowns new each season.
Lntv-Cut Kvenlns Gown.
The low-cut gown for the evening

hat so much to recommend ll and Is so
HCAnomi^l thet it should be included
In the simplest outfit There Is no bet¬
ter Investment than # gown Simply
made, with plain skirt and little train
nnd a waist cul round, V-shaped ov

collarless, and with elbow sleevhr, 7h s
can be made of silk-finish cashmere,
satin or silk. Thj two first named
wear longest, and this sort of dinner
dresa does not go out of fashion. It
can always be renovated and. brought
up to date by the trimming on the.
waist.
Bordered t'hlfTcn and Xet.
Bordered chiffon and net are used for1

this stvle of gown, and while the hund-
Bomesl of the bordered materials are
expensive, there are a great many dif¬
ferent grades to choose from. Some¬
times the len«t expensive ones are the
most effective The combination ot
coloring In one of the newe:-t models is,
delight fully odd. The gown of creaml
satin is trimmed with bandF of open-]
work gold braid, while the tunic Is ot
orang« chiffon, with a painted border'
of gold and black Aprlcnt and green
are also combined.
Piece Trimming,
This is a lime when odd pieces of!

rnatorial or reniiy handsome trimming
.in be u:;ed to advantage. The piece;

of lace, embroidered or i-pcngleil. or of]spangled passementerie or net. Ih.it lsjput across the top of the waist need;
have no reference to any other trim-]mlng on the gown, and yet this small
piece of trimming will give a touch of;
smartness nnd color that will entirely
transform the whole gown. Remnants!
of spangled lace or net or of fine band-
painted chiffon can be use,! as n trim¬
ming for the upper part of the skirt]or a panel down the front. A tunic,
oversklrt does not require much ma-1
terial, especially li It Is to be under
another tunic of voile or chiffon, anell
a white or colored satin gown that has
outlived It* days of beaut}, by llio aid]ot it short remnant of figured material
nnd a eont or tunic of black net or chif¬
fon, can be transformed into an ex¬
tremely attraJtlve, up-to-date dinner
gown. . i

Mary and
Home Economics

In the past, women have known far
more about dress materials than they
have about foodstuffs They have
learned relative values through expe¬
rience They know wearing qualities
sometimes That they know artistic
values, that they have on Instinctive
knowledge of the fitness of things, is
certainly a matter for grave doubt
after a season of peach-bnsket hats
and the appearance of the shesth
gown Mary mns: learn the true
nieantnfc 01 the word decoration, that
her room, her home, herself may be
truly decorated, noi. desecrated by
what she puts on It In color and de.
sign. The house, its. architecture, its
decoration. Its use. Its ueslgn; the
house as a home. Its purposes. Its func¬
tion. Its industries; the care and nutri¬
tion or its inmatfs. its management,
the expending of its income, the liv¬

ing of it1.- resources, all this Is what
Mary has coin* to college to learn.

What Horace Greejey Said.
Horace Oroeley once .said, "Of all

homed cattle, deliver me from the
rollere graduate " This w is spoken at

a time when eUu: tore lived In fear of
the iitilitarinn- Now the world de¬
mands that modern education shall
aim for power, for efficiency, for the
ability to do things most neeosd, and
we do no longer apologize for Intro-1
duclng Into the curriculum subjects
'ubout which the people ought to know.

The Pie-Evnltillonnrj- Idea.
There are still ton many who cling

to the pre-evolutlonary idea that no
matter how a student oats, nor where
he sleeps, nor whut ho wears, that a
book and a class will make a scholar,
of him. Of ail the needs of mankind
to-dav the greatest is a knowledge of
himself, of the means of making the
best of himself and of serving Iii»
(ellowmen olficlehllyl 'i'lrs Is what]home economlcH means to do for Mary.
It -lakes tho factors ami farts of her
education and directly relates them
to her. fundamental needs of food
clothing and shelter, showing her how-
to use her education In best obtaining
these, and what relation theso bear
to health, mind and character.

Personnel of Business Girl
The Women's Home Companion for

September has an article In it called
"A Practical Talk to the Business
Girl." by Anna s'»ese Rlchat'dSOri,
Home paragraphs regarding the pre¬

ferred personnel of the business girl
are quoted here and say:

If personal characteristics mean so

much when guls are employed to
serve customers, how much more must
they affect the future of a girl who
comes directly under the eye of hei
employer, who. perhaps, shares his
office nnd sits at a desk within mx

feet of him.
And, aflet all. girls, your employ¬

ers, strong. i Igoruus, business-absorb¬
ed male creatures though they are.
have feeling.-, or what we women call
"nerves." Your personal habits, your
latie mannerisms, can annoy an em¬
ployer to the point of dismissing you
.on some other pretext, or course,

So. if you have been out of work
for some time, it you nevet hold a po¬
sition for any length of time, co not
look for office jealousy, pull 01 poll-
tics among your fellow workers, turn
the searchlight on yourself, and learn
whether some little habit, mannerism,
or "trick." of speech, action, or dress
does not stand In your way. The pro¬
cess may not be pleasant, but. like ,1
surclc.il operation, it removes thl
cause and sets the entire system
working ilghll> once more.

What sort of a voice have you? Du
yon whine? Do you speak With a
nasal twang? Do you punctuate your
questions or answers with giggles?
Do you enunciate so poorly that per¬
sona have to ask you lb repeat what
you *,uy? Do you suffer with catarrh
Do you use perfume?
You have never thought of this,

have you?
Yet many an employer has been

driven to dismiss an otherwise compe¬
tent office worker for a voice that
"got cji Iiis nerves" or n too tree use
of cologne or sachet.
Do you bite your n.illr? Do you

slouch in your desk-Chair, or stick out
one hip and stand in slovenly fashion
when you address your employer'.' Po
you wear Shoes with" heels run down
or laces frayed.' Does your petticoat
show below your tailored skirt? l»o
you forget to .hook skirt and blotlse
together, covering the union with a
neat belt?
.Do you tell your troubles, to all who

will listen, or pretend during work-
ins hour*, that, you have no troubled

at all? Do you suppress your feel¬
ings, or cive vent to them? Do you
demand recognition and appreciationfor all that you do, or do you realli-
that your work is done for a salary
and not for compliments?

Mutual Dependence.
Did you enjoy your breakfast this

morning? You were all alone and got
it yourself, did you say?

Did you make the Irish linen In your
napkin, or were your table furnish¬
ings the creations of uu Idle hour?
Did yon raise your own coffee? Did
the melon grow In your garden or
was the beef fattened In your pas¬
ture?
The very ends of the earth contri¬

buted to your simple meal, and for it
you were dependent upon people you
hart t,cver seen. Your breakfast ta
ble was really a cle.tringliou.se for trp?
ends Of the earth, so that when you
redecorate your dining room and are
placing upon the walls the familiar
legends, "Lei good rtlge-,tlon wait on
appetite," and that famous quatrain
Of Robert Burns;

"Some hue meal but can not eat.
And some would eat that want it;

But we hae meat and we can eat,
So let the Lord be thanklt."

V,,u might most appropriately add
to these Paul's thrilling confession: I
am debtor both to the Greeks a nil
to the barbarians, both to the wise
and the unwise"
Prohibitory < ouference nnd Its Na¬

tural Results,
A story Is told of n mother who, on

leaving hoind for a while, called her
chlldre ntögether mid. at a prohibl-jtory conference, laid the following In-
Junctions upon them:

"Children, you are. not to go tip-1
.-tans while 1 am away. But It" you
do go upstairs, you are not to go!
into the back room. But if you do
go Into the back room, you are not
to play with the beans filed there.
Hut If you should plr.y with the beans,
do not put any Into your noses."
There In no need to finish the nar-

natlve for any persons who know child
life. The physician eventually suc-
eeded In preventing the nasal cavities
from becom'ng vegetable, girdens.
Thf 8100* seems to have been made

to order. But H Is not at all Im¬
probable. Instances nro known of kit¬
tens' having been put Into the Balti¬
more heater and of little pigs havingbeen run through a windmill after
thoughtful parents had instructed
their children not to do these things.

The Other Side
Under this title a story Is told by

Anna. Burnhnm Bryant that carries a
good lesson. This Is the story:

"There's another side," said the min¬
ister's wife softly.

How do you know?" asked the vis¬
itor who had told the discreditable
little tale strtotly In confidence, as
sho herself had learned It In the bosom
of the Wednesday afternoon sewing:
circle. The mlnlcter's wife had not
been present, and It was only right
about this family of newcomers in the
parish- "Some thlnga had come to
tho ears or the sewing circle that
wore not.well, not exactly -"
"Theres another side," repeated the

minister'.! wife, not so softly this time.
In fact, there was a noticeable little
ring of Indignation In her tone, which
died out In a sort of wondering pity
as she noticed the challenging look of
her caller. "You're glad there's an¬
other side, aren't you? Why, of
course, you are. And, you see, 1 know
all about It,"

'You wc en't at tho meeting," said
the other stiffly. "If you had been,
you -"

"No. I was there.at the house. Ajtd
[ saw.I saw.oh! Mrs Babbit, If you
could have seen what I saw."

"I saw, too. with my own eyes. That
daughter of theirs Is an opium .."
"She Isn't their daughter.not any

relation: not even a friend or a fileud's
daughter. Just a poor girl who had
been sick so long and suffered so ter¬
ribly that the doctors themselves had
made her a victim of the opium habit.
And thoy have undertaken to try to
cure her. They have given up their
home.their very lives.to do It. They
don't say a word about It. I just found
11 out with .the help of tho doctor "

The visitor rose suddenly, almost
unceremoniously. For a moment the
hostess looked troubled and aghast.
Had she spoken too sharply, discour¬
teously, even? Her mind tied back
over the interview as she faltered:
"You are not going yet'.' You, oh',
you aren't oftonded at anything I've
said ?"

"Yes. I am going Offended? I? I
am going round to see all our ladies,
every single one of them'."
"And tell them?" Tho minister's

wife held her breath for the answer,
"And tell them," said tho caller

gathering her wraps about her. "that
beautiful other side."

'.Oh!" breathed the minister's wife
gratefully, "and tell them, won't you,
that there always Is another side, al¬
ways? And It Is our Christian busi¬
ness to try and find It."

The Science of Silence. .

"You see," said an old man, speak¬
ing of a couple of neighbors who lived
In perfect harmony in his vicinity,
"they'd agreed between themselves
that whenever the husband came home
a little contrary nnd out of temper,
he wore his hat on the back of hfa
head, nnd then she never said a word.
If she came in a little cross and
crooked she threw her shawl over her
let) shoulder, and then he never said
a word.
As It takes two to make a quarrel,

either the husband or tho wife might
often prevent one by stepping out of
the room at the nick of time; by en¬
deavoring to divert attention and con¬
versation from the burning question
In a word, by learning to practice on
certain occasions the science of
silence
Robert Burton tells of a woman,

who. hearing one of her "gossips"
complain of her husband's Impatience,
told her an excellent remedy for it.
She give her a glass of water, which,
when be brawled, she should hold in
her month
She did so two or three times with

great success, and at length, seeing
he-r neighbor, thanked li«r and
desired to know the ingredients ot tue,
cure. She was Informed that It was

fair water an' nothinc more, as si¬
lence and not water bod wrought the
cure.

The f.ift of Mondamin.
In <\ little volume of Indian tales,

collected toy Mary F. Nlxon-Roulet
and published by the American Book
Company 'her- Is an Ottawa legend
thnt. In these days of "corn clubs" and
"corn cultivation." will arouse inter¬
est.
The storv goe? that the Ottawa.«

were driven from their lodges by the
Iroquots. but one of their number, a
magician tailed living Statue, re¬
mained behind his people and dwelt
upon Manltou Islands. He kept always
by hlr# two boys. They paddlei his
canoe by day and In the night each
kept watch by turns, that the IroquolB
might not take them by surprise.
Fach night thev would beach the
canoe and sleep in the woods.
One day Living Statue arose early

and went to hunt. Finding no game,
he came to a strenge place where he
had never been before. As he traversed
a broad plain a little man. wearing
.1 re.l feather on his head, spran« up
In front of him

Where are you going?" asked Liv¬
ing Statue. "Stay and smoke the
peace pipe tvith me "

They sat and smoked together.
Then the little man said to Living
Statue:
"You are big and I am small. But

my strength is creat. Let us wrestle
together for a trial of strength If I
fail, say to me; "i have your strength
and mine. I have conquered.' "

They wrestled long, but at last Liv¬
ing Statue threw t'ie little man to the
ground and exclaimed: "I have con¬
quered !"
TO his surprise, the little man had

disappeared, and In the place where
he had been lay an ear of corn Tt
was crooked, and at one end there
was a red tassel, so that the ear looked
like the little man with the red
feather
Then a queer voice frojri the ground

smote the ear of Living Statue. "Take
off my robe." it directed him: "strip
it off until only my skin Is left. Pull
all my body In pieces, break up niv
bones and scatter them near the wood,
and return "hen the next moon Is
high In the heavens "

So when autumn' came and tho first
red bloomed on the leaves of the ma¬
ple. Living Siatn'e went again to the
plain. Tiere wnere he had wrestled
with Red Plume wat - "ebi of grow¬
ing corn, every ta-.se! In the wind like
S flame of fire.
Then the volte of the !!!tle man

came to him from the ground In these
words: "Your strength was greater
than mlno. We wrestled, and you
overcame roe B> your strength you
have won this gift for all peopla."


